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Our Knights of Columbus and our Social Action Commission 
hosted a Community Dinner last Friday night on Epiphany.        
Hopefully, this will be repeated and become a Friday night 
fixture here at the church.  That’s still to be determined.  The 
recent arrival of Paul Maassen to our parish made much of 
this possible as he’s a chef.  The dinner was designed to 
feed the hungry, particularly the homeless in the Kent area, 
but not just the homeless.  The food was fantastic — turkey, 
stuffing, mashed potatoes, glazed carrots, green beans,      
biscuits, salad, soup and all made from scratch.  What a 
treat!  You can likely tell by the faces on the volunteers in 
these pictures that we certainly had a good time cooking, 
serving and visiting.  The meal was much appreciated by our 

guests.  Job well done and thank you to everyone involved in the dinner.   
 
 
Los Caballeros de Colón y nuestra Comisión de Acción Social organizó una cena comunitaria noche del  
pasado viernes en la Epifanía. Esperamos que esto se repita y se convierten en un accesorio de la noche 
del viernes aquí en la iglesia. Eso es aún por determinar. La reciente llegada de Pablo Maassen a nuestra 
parroquia se aprovechó de esto es posible ya que es un chef. La cena fue diseñado para alimentar a los 
hambrientos, en particular las personas sin hogar en la zona de Kent, pero no sólo las personas sin hogar. 
La comida era fantástica - pavo, relleno, puré de papas, zanahorias glaseadas, judías verdes, galletas,   
ensaladas, sopas y todo hecho desde el principio. ¡Qué lujo! Es probable que pueda contar con los rostros 
de los voluntarios en estas imágenes que sin duda tenía un buen tiempo de cocción, servir y de visita.  La    
comida fue muy apreciado por nuestros clientes. Trabajo bien hecho y gracias a todos los involucrados en 
la cena. 
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The bishops tell us: “Racism is the sin…that says 
some human beings are inherently superior and        
others essentially inferior because of races. The sin 
is social in nature in that each of us, in varying       
degrees, is responsible.  All of us in some measure 
are accomplices. How great, therefore, is that sin of 
racism which weakens the Church’s witness as the 
universal sign of unity among all peoples! How great 
the scandal given by racist Catholics who make the 
Body of Christ, the Church, a sign of racial                
oppression! Yet all too often the Church in our     
country has been for many a ‘white Church’, a racist 
institution.” 

A million blacks make Catholicism one of the largest 
denominations among black Americans today.       
Striving to become more aware of the needs and  
trials of the African American community, we keep in 
mind the bishops’ challenge: “There must be no       
turning back along the road of justice, no sighing for       
bygone times for privilege, no nostalgia for simple        
solutions from another age.  For we are children of the 
age to come.” 

  

 

http://www.fscc-calledtobe.org/living/index.php/2011/01/11/
are-you-aware-of-a-catholic-pastoral-letter-on-racism/ 

Are You Aware of a Catholic          
Pastoral Letter on Racism                                 
by Sister Kathleen on January 11, 2011                                                                                                      

Anticipating Martin Luther Day and February’s Black 
History Month, Franciscan Sister Kathleen Murphy  
reflects on the Catholic document,  ‘Brothers and 
Sisters To Us’, a pastoral letter by the U.S. Bishops 
on the issue of racism. 

Franciscan Sister Kathleen Murphy offers pertinent 
points from U. S. Catholic Bishops' pastoral letter 
'Brothers and Sisters To Us'. 

In the minds of many, the most commonly               
recognized ethnic culture in our country is that of the 
African American. As a group they have been more 
visible and more vocal than many other groups, par-
ticularly during the Civil Rights era of the 60’s.  Let’s 
consider the Church’s document,  Brothers and   
Sisters To Us, a pastoral letter by the U.S. Bishops 
on the issue of racism in our country. 

The letter is far from new, but it still holds many   
pertinent thoughts as we call to mind the struggle 
against racism which has been led by our African 
American brothers and sisters. 

Many hold the opinion that we have conquered the    
affliction of racism in our American culture. The   
bishops address this stance saying: “We do not 
deny that changes have been made, that laws have 
been passed, that policies have been implemented. 
But neither can it be denied that too often what has 
happened has only been a covering over, not a   
fundamental change. Today the sense of urgency 
has yielded to an apparent acceptance of the status 
quo. The climate of crisis engendered by               
demonstrations, protest, and confrontation has given 
way to a mood of indifference; and other issues    
occupy our  attention.” 
The bishops see economic justice as directly related 
to racial justice. They write: “We are entering an era  
characterized by limited resources,   restricted job 
markets and dwindling revenues. In this                   
atmosphere, the poor and racial minorities are being 
asked to bear the heaviest burden of the new      
economic pressures…Because it is less blatant, this 
subtle form of racism is in some aspects even more 
dangerous–harder to combat and easier to ignore. 
Major segments of the population are being pushed 
to the margins of society in our nation. 
Perhaps we wonder what the issue of racism has to 
do with the Church.  


